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PART I. REFUGE HIGHLIGHT STATEMENT - LANSING, IOWA

Temperatures averaged much absve normal for most of the period, with

only April and May averaging slightly below normal. March was very warm,
with only one hard freeze during the month. Heavy rains and snow melt in
March and again in April caused massive ice Jams on the Upper Iowa River

within the Refuge boundary. On April 9 a severe blizzard struck the area
with 60 MPH winds and 15 inches of snow.

The river crested on March 21 at 8.50 feet above normal and 3.0k feet

above last years peak., Heavy rains in April, May, and June caused three
additional erests, and the river did not return to normal until June 27.

Waterfowl food supplies and availability were only fair due to the high

water levels. Cround nesting waterfowl were hard pressed to find nesting
cover, and most muskrats had their first litters in tree crotches or on

floating mats of vegetation.

The Spring waterfowl migration peaked on April 21, two weeks later than
last year. peak populations were down 17%, but total days use increased
by 22%. The great blue heron - great egret rookery census was taken in
February. Active nests increased from 814 in 1971 to 978 in 1972, or 20%.
The northern bald eagle nest located in the Reno bottoms portion of the
District was active again this year, but no young were fledged.

Iowa held a Spring muskrat trapping season on the Refuge from March 17
through April 8. Trappers reported taking 6,000 muskrats. Wisconsin held

a January 20 through February 1l beaver trapping season. Trappers took
102 beaver,

Recreational use totaled 83,200 visits for the 6 month period, up 5% from
1972. Fishing accounted for most of the increase.
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B. Habitat Conditions
l. Water

Pool No. 9 at Langing, Tows - Normal: 20,00

_GEVEL : LOVEL:  LavEL . Nom WvEL . 107 teen
Jenusry : 21,58 : eo.ﬁg 20.84 . oL : 2
Februa.ry: 21.08 19.90 20.19 L 17
March 28.50 19.85 24,28 21 3
April 2k, ok : 21,3k 22,66 22 1k
May : 25.45 21,18 23.05 9 26
. June £3,50 19.78 21.35 2 28
July 20,30 : 19.50 : 20.01  : 31 . 13

August 20, 62 : 19.65 20,07 3 T 30,31
Septem'ber; 20,62 19.50 ; 20.06 : 29 16
October 21,38 19.58 20,62 22,23,2h 10
November 20, 6k 19.58 20.22 30 11
December 20,70 : 19.92 : 20.30 1 9
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A. Weather Conditions
Weather data from Lock & Dam #9, Lynxville, Wisconsin.

Wecigitation :: '.'Lreinpera' ture
MONTHE Total : Normal : Snowfalis: Max, : Min, : Mean : Normal

i

:‘ i Av, : Mean Av,
January 1.03: 1.06 4.00 Sk ~11 22.3: 19.9
February 1.00: 1.04 3.50 k7 -9 26.3: 22,5
March 3.96: 2,16 66 22 1;2_;_2 33.1
April 7.72: 2.59 14.50 T1 22 h6.59j 48.1
s 6.8&_: 3.39 79 33 56.25 59.9
June g oo s B8 s 6 5 Bl 71,05_. 69.6
July 2.35: 3.86 9k St 74.3:: Th. L
Mugust & b.s6s ha1 | i 5 : 53 ; T3.b: 721
September h.ET::' 3.61 89 : 38 62.75 63.7
. October 1.1;8.-;, 1.93 80 33 ST.E_’; 5211
Nevember , 1.61§ 17T 62 16 3T.h§ 36.1
December l.8h§ 1.03 L.50 59 -12 22.3: 23.8
Anrmal : f : ::annua]: extrenges ann:ual averages
Totals $39.88:31.56 : 26.50 32 94 » .12 49.3: L7.0L
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PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION BY SPECIES OF TOTAL DUCK DAY USE

Refuge:
Period:

Upper Mississippi, Lansing, Towa
January through April

Percent of Total Duck Day Use

15 71 19 T8 19 13

Species % of Use | Order | % of Use | Order Z of Use Order
Mallard 19.3 2 12,8 2 15.h 2
Black duck oB 9 1.0 1L 1,0 15
Gadwall il 14 sD 16 ok 17
Baldpate 4.2 L ] T 5.8 L2
Pintail ) 10 1.1 13 2.0 12
G.w. teal .1 15 1.6 12 Rl 14
B.w. teal FS 9 L,2 6 5 10
Shoveler i 11 3.3 9 i | 11
Wood duck 3el T 2.4 10 L,6 6
Redhead ol 13 2.0 it 111 2.9 Q
Ring-neck L,2 3 5elt N 6.4 L
Canvasback 4,2 5 10.5 3 TsT R
Lesser scaup e 1 41.8 1 40,0 5
Goldenevye Sl 8 3.5 8 3.0 8
Bufflehead ol 12 .6 15 1.9 13
Ruddy ] ol 16 ik 17 L5 16
Mergansers L 3.4 6 S.i 5 5,0 5
01d squaw e

Scoter |

Comments:




PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION BY SPECIES OF TOTAL DUCK DAY USE

Refuge: Upper Mississippi, Lansing, Iowa
Period: May through August

Percent of Total Duck Day Use
19 71 19 72 1973
Species % of Use | Order % of Use | Order | % of Use Order
Mallard 25.91 ) 16,22 3 1X.67 L
Black duck - 119 T s T2 8 .69 9
Gadwall .01 15
Baldpate Ked 6 2.75 5 1.7k %
Pintail +1h 8 .39 10 .43 10
G.w. teal 1,04 6 .83 8
B.w. teal 8,05 3 20.85 2 17.49 2
Shoveler B 10 .45 9 1.1 i
Wood duck 61,51 3 47.93 1 47.73 1
Redhead 03 1L .06 1L
Ring-neck <11 ) .03 13 .d b 11
. Canvasback .19 i ] .16 12
Lesser scaup 8L 5 T.35 N 12,09 3
Goldeneye 0% 16
Bufflehead - . Ol 12 .10 13
Ruddy \ il 16 .06 15
Mergansers \ 2. 17 Iy 1.08 i3 5 3T 5
0ld squaw i
Scoter ] 5 01 2
Comments:




PERCENTAGE COMFOSITION BY SPECIES OF TOTAL DUCK DAY USE
Refuge: Upper Mississippi, Lansing, Iowa
Period: September through December

. Percent of total duck day use
i 1971 19 72 1973
* Species : % of use : Order; % of use : Order : % of use ; Crder
Mallard : 15.05 S vy R g w 3 T.78 2
Black duck s . he - - 42 1 T L . e 2.21 38
Gadwall 3 32 195 3 00 234 .61 1L
Baldpate s PEh - g3 feam c @ : 960 1
Pintail 3 L85 -3 31 ¢ 1.5 % 1) : 1.23 11
G.W.teal 2 U 1.9 -+ G "3 2.78 =
B.w.teal : 006 . 2 T3 4,90 B3 FoAT = 5
Shoveler : Mt & 10 % B T : . %h r2 b
Wood duck : S.0r -t 8 =t St 4 2 J.at- 3
Redhead : R .98+ 10 TR T
. Ring-neck : 8% -1 & % -9} -2 - T 6.31 6
Canvasback L R 8,58 : 5 1.90 : 16
Lesser scaup AT TR SRR R 12.80 : L
Golder-eye : .86 T -gh 3 - o O R B L9y 8
Bufflehead : % 2 d% 2 iIT - 18 - @ k-1 13
Ruddy - k- xR Vs VRN B0 3
Mergansers : e B e B anE -~ 3h s R S i b
0ld squaw : : : : 2 :
Scaters : : : WOUNEES L :

Comments:
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Refuge: Upper Mississippi NWR Lansing, Towa
Period: Calendar Year 1973

s N : GREATEST : : PULA
: : JAN. 1 :PRODUCED: STOCKED:NO, PRESENT: : : DEC, 31

Ring=necked: : $ g : : 3

Pheasant ; 2 T g2 . ok
Ruffed : : : : : : :

__E.sme s 60 e g . 100 320 .90 . 80
bewhit H : : H % £ :
Boqnzgi = s None observed singce 1969 : . " .
Gray s s 3 % 2 : :
partridge; Nome . : : i 3
Wild o 3 : $ £ s :

turkey : 20 : g : : : -

* Transient population

C. Big Game Animals (White-tailed deer)’
POPULATION: YOUNG : GREATEST —:HUNTER:I0SSES: POPUTATION
JAN. 1 :PRODUCED :NO.PRESENT : TAKE :
80 30 100 20 10 T0

*
Transient population




A. Recreational Use

VI. PUBLIC RELATIONS

MISCEL- —____HUNTING -_ TOTAL
19 73 FISHING TANEQUS DUCKS DEER OTHER | DAYS USE
Spring | 18,700 2,360 ; 20 | 21,080
Sumner | 80,200 80,500 ‘ | 160,700
Fall 47,000 19,515 11,240 540 | 290 78,585
TOTAT ' ,
DAYS
USE 145,900 102,375 11,240 540 310 | 260,365

DAY USE COMPARISONS

YEAR FISHING MISC. DUCKS DEER OFHER TOTAL
1971 128,255 96k4L5 15,100 60 45 239,483
1972 139,875 90340 14,380 380 230 245,205
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Refuge: Upper Mississippi NWR Lansing, Iowa
Period: Calendar Year 1973

D. Fur Animals, Predators, Rodents, and Other Mammals

o
@

: : :CONw: : POPULATION
SPECIES : JAN. 1 :PRODUCED:NO. PRESENT: TAKE :TROL: 10SS : DEC. 31
Muskrat : 36,000 : 180,000, 70,000 . 30,000: ;161,004 25,000
Mink 100 . 100; T50 s 25; 75 100
Beaver : 2,600 [ 1,300, 3,500 . k50, . 650 . 2,800
Otter 15 25, 30 . il 25
Sheiae 200 . 300 450 . 100; . 200 . 200
Red Fox : bo . 30; 60 B . . 40
. Gray Fox o : g8 : : s 5
Skunk 35 ., 70, 50 & Wy 58, 30
Cotton- : $ : & : : :
tall : - : - : : :
Rabbit 300 . 400, 500 . 30 $ 310 » 300
Oposswm 50 .  200. 150 . 20,5 ABE ., 50
Gray & : g 4 . s 2 :
Fox : 200 . 300, koo . 50, T 200
Squirrels: 3 $ : s - s
Woodchucks 15 s 30, 30 . 90, 15
Badger . : = : 3 5 L
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